WITHDRAWN 9/25/18

Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005


Introduced by Council Member Katrina Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Dennis and Hazouri: 
ORDINANCE 2018-308-W
An ordinance ESTABLISHING A “HOMELESS BILL OF RIGHTS” IN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; DECLARING A CITY POLICY OF IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF THE “HOMELESS BILL OF RIGHTS” AS THE REGULAR COURSE OF BUSINESS IN CITY GOVERNMENT; REQUESTING THE MAYOR’S OFFICE TO TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS TO ENSURE CIRCULATION, PUBLISHING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE “HOMELESS BILL OF RIGHTS” BY ALL CITY ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS; providing an effective date.


WHEREAS, homeless individuals and families face struggles that go beyond just their homelessness but are related to and include discrimination from employers, from public agencies, from police and from other citizens; and


WHEREAS, homeless individuals and families struggle with places to sleep at night, places to safely store their belongings, places to perform necessary, life-sustaining activities and places to worship; and


WHEREAS, communities across the country are beginning to recognize that attention to these issues needs to be created and recognizing that the basic rights all people should enjoy must be guaranteed for homeless individuals and families; and


WHEREAS, this recognition has taken the form of local and state governments enacting homeless bills of rights to raise awareness to the plight of our community’s homeless population and assure that basic human rights are not being trampled simply because someone happens to be homeless.  

NOW THEREFORE, Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Creation of the Jacksonville “Homeless Bill of Rights.”  There hereby is created a bill of rights establishing basic rights for Jacksonville citizens who are homeless as follows:
CITY OF JACKSONVILLE HOMELESS BILL OF RIGHTS


Every person in Jacksonville is entitled to the same treatment as any other person, and no one should be denied further rights because they are homeless. “Homeless” has been defined under Florida law as meaning that the individual either lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; or has a primary nighttime residence that is either a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations; or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.


In Jacksonville, homeless persons and families shall have the following rights:


● The right to move freely in public spaces, including public 
sidewalks, buildings, parks, and transportation;


● The right to be protected by law enforcement;


● The right to pray or practice religion in public;


● The right to turn down offers of services based on one’s 
own judgment;


● The right to occupy a vehicle provided it is parked legally;


● The right to equal treatment by government agencies;


● The right to be free from discrimination while seeking or 
maintaining employment;


● The right to receive quality emergency medical treatment or 
care;


● The right to vote, register to vote and receive 
documentation necessary for voting;


● The right to have personal records and confidential 
information not unnecessarily disclosed; and


● The right to have a reasonable expectation of privacy over 
personal property to the same extent as one would have in a 
permanent residence.

Section 2.

“Homeless Bill of Rights” is part of the City’s standard operating procedure.  The Council hereby declares that the “Homeless Bill of Rights” shall constitute a part of the standard operating procedure of all City offices, programs and agencies, and shall be observed to the greatest extent possible by all City officers, employees and agencies as the formal expression of the City’s duty to serve all aspects of the public effectively, responsively and courteously.

Section 3. 
Circulation of the “Homeless Bill of Rights.”  The Council hereby requests the Mayor to circulate a copy of the “Homeless Bill of Rights” to all City employees and officials, to publish and post the “Homeless Bill of Rights” on all appropriate City media for this purpose and to take appropriate steps to see that the “Homeless Bill of Rights” is implemented.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.   
Form Approved:
__/s Jason R. Teal
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